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Cloud Computing:

A Million Computers in the sky?
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Come find out!
Food will be provided!

Cloud Computing has changed the way we interact with software and each other by enabling
applications such as Facebook and Wikipedia to reach their massive size... but where are these
systems and how do they actually work? The convenience of having our data and applications
accessible anywhere often makes us forget that it takes real, physical resources to run these
applications. For example, a popular web site might require tens of thousands of computers
that together draw as much power as a small city. This talk will investigate the computing
infrastructure behind popular web applications, and explore the challenges they face to provide
high performance and reliability at low cost. We will discuss both the technologies that run
current cloud platforms, and the ongoing research efforts to improve their efficiency, security,
and dependability.



